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Muhajir (29) has never allowed his disability to hold him back. Raised by his mother and
late father in Lhoknga, Aceh Besar, he grew up with mental toughness and a strong sense
of self-determination, qualities that shaped his entrepreneurial spirit from an early age
when he sold food and drinks at village football tournaments. In secondary school, Muhajir
switched to selling prepaid mobile phone vouchers, saving up his earnings little by little.

Born with a physical disability and limited vision, Muhajir knew that finding regular
employment would not be easy. Instead, he looked for ways to earn an income
independently. “I realised that doing work like my other friends without disabilities would be
difficult. So, I looked for opportunities | could do myself. As it happens, | like trading, so I've
kept at it ever since,” he said with a smile.

Through careful saving and persistence, he was eventually able to open a grocery store,
which he runs with his mother. To keep his shop stocked, mobility is key. He relies on a
three-wheeled modified motorbike provided by the Aceh Government to deliver goods and
stay active in disability organisations. “Before, | used a bicycle that I'd modified with a
basket. But it was exhausting, especially when carrying heavy goods, and | couldn’t go far.
With the motorbike, | can now get around places and stay active,” Muhajir recalled.
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Since the motorbike is the lifeblood of his business, the introduction of a vehicle tax
discount program for people with disabilities was a huge relief. He said he was overjoyed
when contacted about receiving the discount.

While this policy has made life a little easier for him, Muhajir knows that many other
people with disabilities still struggle to make a living. That’s why he advocates for their
rights through a youth organisation for people with disabilities in Aceh and works closely
with the local government to develop inclusive regulations. He hopes his efforts will lead
to broader opportunities for people with disabilities. “I hope that in the future there will be
even better policies. It's hard for us to earn an income, so we need more job
opportunities. It's like giving us a fishing rod instead of a fish. Fish run out quickly, but with
a rod, we can catch them whenever we need to,” said Muhajir.
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